
RWS #116, Fulfilled Prophecies 

3. John Prepared the Way 
John was related to Jesus.  Their mothers were cousins 
(Luke 1:36).  John was about six months older than Jesus.  
When the boys grew up, John taught people about God and 
the need to be saved.  This was all before the church 
began.  John was preparing the way for Jesus.  Both of 
them taught about the kingdom of God, which is the saved 
people in the church. 

Prophets in the Old Testament knew that someone would 
come to prepare the way for the Savior.  The prophet 
Isaiah talked about how John would prepare the way: 

Isaiah 40:3, “The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God.” 

We learn how this happened in Mark 1:2,3, “As it is 
written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.  
The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”   

Later in this same chapter we can read about how 
John baptized Jesus and the Holy Spirit came in the 
shape of a dove.  God’s voice said, “Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (v. 11).	  

	  



John 1:6-9 also explains that John came to prepare the 
way for Jesus, who is the true Light of the world, saying, 
“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through him might believe.” 

As we learn how the prophets told about things that really 
happened hundreds of years later it helps us have more 
faith. We can know for sure that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A candle gives light to a dark room.  Jesus is the Light of 
the world.   

 

©2014, Hanna Publications.  May be reproduced for home or classroom use only. 



RWS #116, Fulfilled Prophecies 

3. John Prepared the Way 

John was related to Jesus.  Their mothers were cousins (Luke 1:36).  John 
was about six months older than Jesus.  When the boys grew up, John 
taught people about God and the need to be saved.  This was all before the 
church began.  John was preparing the way for Jesus.  Both of them taught 
about the kingdom of God, which is the saved people in the church, also 
indicating the home we will have in heaven some day if we are faithful. 

Prophets in the Old Testament knew that someone would come to prepare 
the way for the Savior.  They taught that this man would be like Elijah (one 
of the prophets) in the way he would teach and in his attitude or spirit.  
Two examples of this prophecy follow: 

Isaiah 40:3, “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 

Malachi 4:5, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming 
of the great and dreadful day of the Lord…” 

The coming of Jesus was great to those who love God.  It was dreadful for 
those who do not love God because Jesus taught about sin, and many did not 
want to hear.  Those who did listen and hear were blessed and they chose 
to be disciples or followers of Jesus.  That did not mean they went 
everywhere Jesus went, but it did mean that they tried to obey what Jesus 
taught.  Here are some examples of how the New Testament teaches us 
that John came in the spirit of Elijah and how John prepared the way for 
Jesus: 

Mark 1:2,3, “As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my 
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before 
thee.  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”  Later in this same 
chapter we can read about how John baptized Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit came in the shape of a dove.  God’s voice said, “Thou 
art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (v. 11).	  

	  



Matthew 3:3,5,6 tells us that John fulfills the prophecy given by Isaiah 
[called Esaias in this passage].  “For this is he that was spoken of by the 
prophet Esaias, saying, ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight….’ Then went out to him 
Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region around about Jordan, and were 
baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.” 

When an angel told Zacharias that he and Elisabeth would have a child, and 
his name should be John, the angel also said, “And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias [Elijah], to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord” (Luke 1:17).  This is both a prophecy of 
what would take place a few months later, and it also shows that what 
Malachi foretold hundreds of years earlier was about to take place.   

John 1:6-9 also explains that John came to prepare the way for Jesus, 
who is the true Light of the world, saying, “There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all men through him might believe.  He was not that Light, but 
was sent to bear witness of that Light.  That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” 

As we study the prophecies given hundreds of years before Jesus was 
born, and see how they all happened just as the prophets said they would, 
we can be certain that Jesus is the true Son of God, and that He came to 
the earth so we could go to heaven some day if we follow His teachings.   
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RWS #116, Fulfilled Prophecies 

3. John Prepared the Way 

Underline the correct answer: 

1. How were John and Jesus related? 

a. they were brothers     b. their mothers were cousins 

2. John was approximately how much older than Jesus? 

a. six months     b. six years     c. one year 

3. Which prophet said Jesus was like Elijah? 

a. Moses     b. Malachi     c. Jonah 

4. Who baptized Jesus? 

a. Peter     b. James     c. John 

5. The Holy Spirit came down in the shape of what? 

a. Pigeon     b. Sparrow     c. Dove 

6. What was the name of Elizabeth’s husband? 

a. Zacharias     b. Joseph     c. James 

7. Who was the true Light of the world? 

a. John     b. Jesus     c. Malachi 

8. Who came to bear witness of the true Light? 

a. John     b. Jesus     c. Malachi 

9. Who told Zacharias that his son would be John? 

a. Jesus     b. Joseph     c. an angel 
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RWS #116, Fulfilled Prophecies 

3. John Prepared the Way 
  

Word Bank:      
Jesus      dove      Isaiah      related     light     son     

baptized      kingdom     mothers     saved      
 

1. John and Jesus were __________________.  Their 

______________________ were cousins. 

2. John was preparing the way for ________________. 

3. Both men taught about the _____________________ 

of God, which is the church. 

4. The kingdom, or the church, is the people who are 

____________________. 

5. ____________________ prophesied about how John 

would prepare the way for Jesus. 

6. John _______________________ Jesus and the Holy 

Spirit came down in the shape of a ________________. 

7. Jesus is the true _______________ of the world.  

8. We can know for sure that Jesus Christ is the 

____________ of God. 
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3. John Prepared the Way 
Write “John” or “Jesus” or “Both” after each statement. 

 
1. His mother’s name was Elizabeth. Luke 1:57-60 
 
2. His mother’s name was Mary. Luke 1:30-31  
 
3. An angel visited a parent of the unborn baby. Luke 1:5-28 
 
4. His mother had some unusual circumstances. Luke 1:18,34 
 
5. There are Old Testament prophesies about him. Isaiah 40:3, 
Micah 5:2 
 
6. He ate locusts and wild honey. Mark 1:6 
 
7. He taught about the kingdom of God. Matt. 3:1-2, Mark 1:14 
 
8. He was sent from God. John 1:6, John 8:42 
 
9. Some people thought he was Elijah. Mark 8:27-28, John 1:19-23 
 
10. He was God’s son. Mark 1:1 
 
11. He was killed unjustly. Mark 6:17-29, John 19:17-30 
 
12. He preached about baptism for the remission of sins. Luke 3:3, 
Mark 16:16 
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3. John Prepared the Way 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And 
there went out unto him all the land of Judea, and they of 
Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of 
Jordan, confessing their sins.  And John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, and with a girdle of skin [leather belt]… and 
he did eat locusts and wild honey” (Mark 1:4-6).       
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3. John Prepared the Way 
Draw faces on the people.  Trace the dots. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, 
because there was much water there: and they came 
and were baptized” (John 3:23). 
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3. John Prepared the Way 
“Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.”  

Mark 1:6 (NKJV) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A locust is like a 
 

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___. 
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3. John Prepared the Way 
 

“There was a man sent from God , 

whose name was John . This man came 

for a witness, to bear witness of the 

Light , that all through him might 

believe  .   He   was not that Light  , 

but was sent to bear witness of that 

Light  . That was the true Light  

which gives light   to every man 

coming  into  the     world  . ” John 1:6-9 
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3. John Prepared the Way 
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        

 
 

©2014, Hanna Publications.  May be reproduced for home or classroom use only. 


