
RWS #5, The Kingdom Parables....   
 

9. WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 Jesus told another parable to the Jews. He wanted them to 
understand that even though the Gentiles became a part of the 
church (or kingdom) later than they did, the Gentiles would be 
equally accepted into the kingdom.  The same is true of all today, 
regardless of how old we are when we hear and obey God’s Word. 

 The parable tells about a landowner, who went out to hire 
workers for his vineyard.  The landowner represents God.  The 
vineyard represents the church.   

 Jesus told how the landowner offered to pay all of the 
workers a coin that was a fair wage.  He hired the first group 
early in the morning, around 6:00.  Then around 9:00 in the 
morning the landowner went out and hired more workers, also 
offering them a fair wage.  He did the same at noon and 3:00 in 
the afternoon.  All agreed to work for the same amount of money.   

 Finally at the last hour, 5:00 in the afternoon, the landowner 
hired one last group of workers.  They all quit working at 6:00 in 
the evening.  So some worked 12 hours, some worked 9, others 
worked 6 and 3 hours and the last group only worked one hour. 

 The owner had his helper call the workers for the pay.  He 
gave the last group the agreed upon amount, then those who 
worked 3, 6, 9 and 12 hours also received the same amount.  Those 
who worked all day were upset because they did not get more 
money.  The landowner told them they were paid the agreed upon 
amount.  He was fair to them. 

 We should all serve God as many years as we can and help 
teach others.  All have an equal chance to be saved at any age. 
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